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“There are many who hold, as I  do,  that the most important period of life is not 
that of university studies,  but the first one,  the period from birth to the age of 
six;   For that is the time when man’s intelligence itself,  his greatest 
implement, is being formed.” 
Maria Montessori ,  the Absorbent Mind. 
 
Maria Montessori believed that the young child’s mind is like a sponge. So 
much so that she spent her life studying the child and titled one of her 
books “The Absorbent Mind”.  The age from birth to six years is a time when 
many foundations are formed.  Grace and courtesy (manners), respect, faith 
and love of learning are all absorbed by the young child when they 
consistently see them practiced and are included in this practice.   
 
It is hard to believe that October has arrived!!  Time seems to move quickly 
once school begins.  The children are settled into the routine of the morning 
and they are very busy! 
 
There is so much interest and activity in every area of the classroom. 
In Practical Life the children are busy pouring, tonging, twisting and 
manipulating a variety of materials; enjoying snack with a friend. They are 
working on care of self with the dressing frames (velcro, button, snap) and 
care of the environment by dusting shelves and cleaning up after snack and 
lunch. 
  
In Math a variety of counting activities are being put to good use.  1-10 
quantity and symbol work (numeral recognition), teens, tens and the 
hundreds board have all been introduced. The squaring chains are being 
worked daily and the secret counting box is a big hit, as always!   
 
In Sensorial the pink tower, broad stair, red rods and cylinder work are 
favorites for building and comparing.  We began our study of the five senses 
last week beginning with the sense of touch, and will continue with sight, 
hearing, smell and taste using the sensorial materials to isolate each sense.   
 
In Geography we have introduced land, air and water as elements of the 
Earth and have added the land and water globe to this area of the 
classroom.  The continent globe will be introduced soon, beginning our study 
of the seven continents and the world map.  
 
Science activities include categorizing living and nonliving things. The study 
and classifying of plant and animal; work with magnets and introduction of 
the study of the body. We have watched caterpillars make chrysalis and 
emerge as butterflies.  We are discussing the calendar, weather and the 
changing seasons. 



 
In Language, along with the sound of the week, children are working visual 
matching activities, classifying objects and pictures, sorting objects, 
discussing opposites, labeling picture cards and the environment. These 
activities along with patterning, association cards and sequence cards are 
some of the pre-reading activities.  
In handwriting, children are practicing pencil control with the metal inset 
work. There are many activities for tracing lines and shapes that are 
important to learn in order to form letters.  Letter and word tracing are also 
popular.  
Lessons in “penmanship” are very popular with the kindergartners, and part 
of their daily morning work.   
 
Please remember when printing your child’s name, always begin at the top.  
Capitalize only the initial letter and use lower case for the following letters 
(Mary, not MARY) writing in capital letters is a hard habit to change.  A 
handwriting guide is attached to this email for you to print and 
reference when your child is writing. 
 
Sounds for the Month of October: 
 
Week of……  October  1 ………… “n” (napkin, nut) 
   October 8……..….. “p” (pumpkin, pea) 
   October 16…………. “e” (elephant,egg short vowel sound) 
   October 22………… “d” (dog, duck)    
   October 29…….… “f” (fish, fall) 

November 5….….. “s” (salt, sock) 
 

 
When choosing items for the sound of the week please remember that pure 
isolated sounds, not blends, are what we focus on.  Blends such as sh, st, tr, 
th etc., may begin with the letter but do not represent the sound we are 
learning. 
 
October dates to remember: 
Monday, October 15……………………….………………………….… Fall Break 
Monday, October 29th…………………………………………...School Pictures 
Friday, October 12th ………………………………… Small Hands Catalog Orders Due 
Friday, October 27th …………………………………………………..Fall Festival  10am 
 
Fall Festival: Katherine Carpenter and committee are gearing up for the Fall 
Festival!  Please check your email to see how you can help, or email Katherine 
at to see how you can help out. It would be a great help to send your party 
fund money in as soon as possible.  If you are not able to donate $20 a party 



for the 4 parties, we understand.  If you can give a little or give a donation 
one party at a time please let us know.  Every little bit helps! 
If your child will be staying for the afternoon program after the Fall 
Festival, please let us know.  While it is available, often times children 
go home after the Fall Festival.  We would just like to have an idea of 
how many children are staying for staffing purposes. 
 
Montessori Services Small Hands School promotion:  Lauren Nelson is 
organizing this promotion which has been well received in the past.  
Montessori Services offers unique, fine quality materials and activities for 
young children.  It is a great resource for birthday and Christmas gift 
shopping. This promotion affords us to purchase materials based on a 
percentage of the total amount.  The orders are due to Lauren on or 
before Friday, October 12th.  Thank you for your support! 
 
School Pictures: 
We are excited that Sara Miller will be taking our school pictures this year!  
Pictures are taken outside on the playground beginning right after drop off 
(8:30am), Monday, October 29th.  More information will be coming soon. 
 
Snack: 
We have all enjoyed the food that has been brought for snack.  Thank you 
for keeping the food both nutritious and creative.  The children have really 
enjoyed sitting with a special friend - often a younger child :)  
Thank you for the time you have taken in choosing and preparing this food 
with your child.   
Please look at the snack calendar to be aware when there is a birthday 
celebration during your snack week.  On days that we have a birthday 
celebration, snack should a small portion of some type of protein.  An 
example of kinds of protein the children would enjoy would be string 
cheese, turkey rollups, almonds, peanuts (nuts or sunflower seeds), 
almond butter or peanut butter. As always, if you have any feedback, 
questions or concerns do not hesitate to call or email.  
 
What’s happening at Treehouse Montessori Elementary and Middle 
School: Treehouse Montessori Parent Group Monthly Meeting is held the 
Third Tuesday of the month, 8:00 am in the Fellowship Hall in the Education 
Building. You are invited to attend. 
President - Elizabeth Rogers 
Treehouse Elementary students demonstrate various materials the first 15-
20 minutes of the meeting.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
Morning Prayer: 
Each morning we open our day with a prayer chosen by the child who is 
providing our snack for the day.  Written below are the four that are used 
most of the time.  So now you know the words.  :) Their own variations/words 
of these prayers may differ when you hear your child using them at home.  I 
cannot help but smile when I hear one of these prayers lead by a child and 
the ‘Amen’ at the end is drawn out in AWAWW… MAN !   
 
   We welcome your child to share your family prayer/blessing with us.   

 
Blessings/Prayers sung or said at the Children’s House 

This Prayer is an echoed prayer (song) led by one child, followed by the class: 
God our Father,       (echoed) 
We thank you             (echoed) 
For our many blessings   (echoed) 
Amen!    (echoed) 

 
Song: 

The Lord is good to me, 
And so I thank the Lord, 

For giving me the things I need, 
The sun and the rain and the apple seed, 

The Lord is good to me! 
 
 

Said: 
Thank You for the world so sweet. 

Thank You for the food we eat. 
Thank You for the birds that sing. 

Thank You God, for everything 
Thank you for my family. 

Thank you, God for loving me 
For each and every child, I pray 

And thank you for this special day! Amen 
 
 

Said: 
We thank you Lord, for generous hearts. 

For sun and rainy weather. 
We thank you Lord, for drink and food and that we are together. 

 
 

Said: 



Bless our food dear God we pray.  Bless us too throughout this day.   
Keep us safe and close to you.   Keep us just in all we do. 

 
 

Geography songs you may be hearing …. 
 

OF ALL THE EARTH (an echo song)  
 introduction to “Elements of the Earth” 

 
Of all the Earth 

There’s land and water 
Of all the land 

There are continents and countries 
Of all the water 

There are oceans and seas 
Air is around 

It’s in the breeze 
 
 

   CONTINENT SONG 
North America, South America 

Europe and Asia and Africa. 
 

North America, South America 
Don’t forget Australia. 

 

               North America, South America 
Europe and Asia and Africa. 

 
North America, South America 

Don’t forget Antarctica 
 

You should ask your child to sing it to you, then you will know the tune, and 
you will have a copy of the ACTUAL words to the song ;) 
 
 


