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November is here! The air is a bit cooler and the children are very busy. The classroom changes 
daily. 
 
In Science, the children continue to work activities and make comparisons about living/non-living 
things, plant/animal, insect/reptile/mammal and parts of the plant.   
 
In Geography, the continent globe is out and the kindergartners have labeled cardinal directions 
in the classroom. We have used a compass and talked about these directions as they relate to 
the sun rising and setting and where we live in relation to the school. This week the map of 
continents has been introduced.  The children are learning the names of the continents through 
song, the continent globe, the puzzle maps, labeling and other activities.  The continents of 
Europe and North America will be introduced first. We will talk about where our families 
originated and mark these places on the continent wall map in geography.  We will learn about 
the Pilgrim’s travels and struggles and the Native Americans that helped them in making the 
continent we live on their new home. 
 
Math has grown!! Counting, numeral recognition, number sequence, place value and addition 
activities are creating a buzz in Math.  As in all areas of the Montessori classroom, children are 
working at their own pace and mastery. The decimal system is being introduced this month.  The 
golden bead material of the bank is so inviting. Children will be introduced to the language and 
symbol of one, ten, one hundred and one thousand as they are ready.  This work is often 
referred to as “The Bank”.   A few mornings during the week we will use the bank materials to 
count and add when taking roll.   
 
Practical Life is an inviting place.  The children happily work at refining their fine motor skills 
and lengthening their concentration with activities such as water pouring, basting, tonging, 
sorting, folding, color mixing, bead stringing and lacing.  The dressing frames are out for 
practice; they include buttoning, zipping, snapping, buckling and tying.  It is here that the 
children learn everyday skills that help them in their quest for independence. 
 
In Language, we are working on letter sounds, categorizing objects and pictures, opposites and 
rhyming.  There are many activities for patterning, categorizing, phonics, word stringing, 
spelling, reading and comprehension. This area of the classroom is always busy and productive.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The sounds of the week for November and December are as follows:  
    

November 4………“s”    
November 11………“r”    
November 18…”i” (short vowel i) 

   November 25-29……………Thanksgiving Break 
   December 2……………“g” hard consonant (gift, goat) 
   December 9…………”l”  
   December 16…………no new sound, short week 

      
NOVEMBER DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
November 4-20 - We will be collecting canned foods and dry foods for the local soup kitchen.  
Your child can bring this food in at any time between these dates.  In the classroom we will sort 
and classify these foods. We will take the food we collect to the Lord is my Help on Wednesday, 
November 20 so that they have time to make food baskets for Thanksgiving to give to families 
in our community. 
 
Duchess Club Doll and Toy drive- 
It's that time of year again when the Duchess club is gearing up for their annual doll & toy 
drive.  They rely on organizations in the community to help fulfill local children's Christmas 
wishes. The Children's House families always do such a great job providing!  I hope that we can 
count on your participation again this year.  An email will be sent out to everyone once we 
receive the wish lists.   
 
Thursday, November 21- Our Thanksgiving Feast.  This celebration is for the children only. 
The kindergartners cook, prepare and serve the food that we eat at this feast. Everyone adds 
an ingredient to the friendship soup and we enjoy the smell of the soup simmering on the stove 
until we eat. If your child will stay for lunch on this day please be sure to pack a light one! 
 
Monday, November 25 – Friday, November 29 – No school, we are out for the entire week of 
Thanksgiving.  We will return Monday, December 2nd (Pajama Day). 
 
Monday, December 2- Pajama Day.  The children can wear their pj’s to school!!  It is on this 
day we read the Christmas Story and choose a place for our Manger Scene to be set up in the 
classroom, beginning our celebration of Christmas at the Children’s House.  Hot chocolate and 
gingerbread cookies are enjoyed as the Christmas story is read.  This is a special time that we 
reflect and remember the reason we celebrate Christmas, before the Christmas tree is put up 
and decorated and the hubbub of activities begin in the classroom.  Feel free to send a change 
of clothes in your child’s bag if they stay for the afternoon on this day.    
 
 
 



 
*THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU** 
Every year your generosity and support for the school overwhelms me. The Montessori Services 
Small Hands fundraiser was a wonderful success! Stacey Greene was coordinator of this 
promotion, she distributed the catalogs and collected and placed the orders so that we could 
take advantage of free shipping. Thank you for your support in ordering merchandise from the 
catalog.  The school will receive 15% of the total order in a merchandise certificate, which gives 
us about $283 to spend and use in 2020.  Many items from our wish list were purchased for the 
school. The children will enjoy the books and activities that were purchased. Thank you for your 
generosity! 
 
Hats off to all you wonderful parents for a fabulous fall festival!! Even though we had a rainy 
day and had to be inside, a fun time was had by all. Special thanks to the Condrey’s, and the 
kindergarten parents and kids for sprucing up the play yard, it looks great! Kudos to Nicole 
McClendon, the Fall Festival committee and everyone that contributed to create such a fun 
time!!  It is so nice to see all the families and extended family attend. Everyone young and old 
enjoyed themselves.  
 
From Treehouse Elementary Montessori School:  
We had a very successful Open House for our families on October 21st. Students shared work 
and presented many materials to their parents. The Dramatization of Montessori’s first two 
Great Lessons was presented in which our middle school students narrated while elementary 
students moved in and off the stage as members of the The Solar System, Layers of the Earth 
and animals of the Paleozoic, Mesozoic and Cenozoic Eras of the Timeline of Life. Students 
planned, researched and worked on costumes for several weeks before the presentation.  
Our classroom communities are buzzing with exciting and interesting work interests, one of 
which students have decided to design our own school flag. Also, students will be auditioning 
early in November for our spring musical, “Maria Montessori The Musical”.  Look for more 
details later in the school year. 
 
A few reminders: 
 

*If your child isn’t well, do not send them to school.   
 
*With the weather changing every few hours this time of the year, please have your child bring 
a sweater or jacket to school. 
 
*Your child’s foot is better protected by wearing socks with shoes, and your child cannot take 
off their shoes in the classroom unless they have socks on their feet! 
 
The next few months are crazy busy!  My wish for you is that you make a point to live in the 
moment.  When we are constantly thinking ahead and rushing around we miss some important 



and precious opportunities we very often don’t get to experience again.  And so often these 
moments are filled great with joy! 
 
We have so very much to be thankful for!  
 
Peace, Love and Joy! 
     
 
 
 


