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With the Christmas break ending and the beginning of this New Year upon us we are 
excited about starting back to school.  
 
Science and Geography have really taken off. Our focus in geography for the next few 
weeks will be the continent of Antarctica.   
 
In Science we will introduce work with “simple machines” and in Sensorial we are 
comparing plane and solid shapes.  This study is great fun for the kindergartners as they 
will present the geometric solids to the class and show examples of things from home 
that are representative of those shapes. 
 
In math some children are working daily with the golden beads, this work is part of the 
math “bank”.  We will use these materials on the line at meetings when we compare, 
take roll, add or exchange. The children really enjoy this lesson.  Work with counting, 
quantity, chains and place value are also popular.  It is so neat to watch the children 
explore, repeat and understand so many functions with these beautiful materials. 
 
In Language we continue to enjoy the objects the children bring in for the sound of the 
week.  Many interesting things have been introduced to the children through real objects 
classmates have brought in to share. Thank you!  The children are busy working many 
activities in this area.  Reading, word-stringing, categorizing, things that go together, 
opposites and rhyming are just a sampling of the work being done.  Pre-writing tasks such 
as pin pushing and tracing are also favorites in the Writing area of the classroom.   
Please remember when writing with your child, or helping your child to write, use 
lowercase letters except for the beginning of a sentence or a proper noun.     

 
Sounds of the week for January/February are: 

 
January 6………………..“b”  
January 13…………..… “c” (hard consonant as in “cap”) 
January 20…………….. “o” (short vowel as in “otter”) 
January 27………….…..“j” 
February 3..………….. “h” 
February 10……….….. “k” 
February 17…….……...“q” 
February 24…….…….. no sound- Mardi Gras Holidays (24th-26th) 
 
Practical Life is always an inviting area of the classroom.  The work that is on the shelf in 
this area of the classroom includes activities for sorting, spooning, twisting, pouring, 
mirror polishing, rolling, napkin folding and general care of self.  It is here that the young 
child lengthens h/h concentration and strengthens the hand for future fine motor work.  
Here the older child finds more complex work hidden in a seemingly simple task, and 
activities that require more and more precise small motor function.  
 
 



Important dates to remember: 
January 13                                 Treehouse Montessori Elem. Open House 5:30-7pm 
January 20  NO SCHOOL (MLK observance) 
January 13                   In House Enrollment for the fall of 2020 begins 
February 5   In House Enrollment ends 
February 6             Wait list Enrollment begins 
February 14   Valentine’s Day 
February 24-26        Mardi Gras Holidays (return to school Thursday, February 27th) 

 
Enrollment: With in-house enrollment beginning soon, please remember that we have a 
limited enrollment for the afternoon program.   The afternoon program fills up quickly 
and is available on a first come, first serve basis.  The enrollment form must be filled out 
entirely and all fees paid to reserve a place for your child in the afternoon. 
 
Valentine’s Day is celebrated a little differently here at Children’s House. The children do 
not bring in cards or candy for their classmates.  Each child will do a family “heart 
collage” that illustrates how they show love, and we have a sweet and special snack 
prepared and served by the kindergartners.  More to come in early February. 
 
It’s Cold and Flu Season:  I thought it might be a good time to send out a reminder of our 
policy: 
• A child with a fever needs to stay home for at least 24 hours after the fever breaks. 

24 hour fever free without Tylenol or fever reducing medicine. 
• A child who has vomiting or diarrhea needs to stay home for at least 24 hours after 

symptoms are gone. 
• If you have to wake a very sleepy child in order to bring them to school, your child 

may be coming down with something. 
• If your child falls asleep at school, you will be notified and asked to pick them up. 
• Any child who needs medication to go to school probably shouldn’t be coming to 

school. 
 
Interesting fact: viruses travel in the air and dew droplets that leave our bodies.  Sneezing 
and coughing can send germs 6 feet away from the person that is sneezing and/or 
coughing.  Our sweet, sharing children are in close proximity to each other at all times ;)  
Please help us by keeping sick children at home.  You know best if your child is not feeling 
like their normal self.  If your child is tired, grumpy, irritable or says they don’t feel well, 
please consider this to be a sign that they may be coming down with something.  Thanks 
so much for helping us all stay well!  
 
We hope everyone is well and rested up after the break.  We are looking forward to 
getting back into the swing of things!        
 


