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"Be present in all things and thankful for all."--Maya Angelou
Classroom Happenings
November has arrived and the days are beginning to get shorter and a little cooler. The classroom is changing
daily. *Here's what is new or has been added in each area:
Practical Life: Along with concepts from before, we have added in more advanced pouring, pumpkin scrubbing,
more sorting, open/close, and continued practice with former concepts like buttoning, zipping, stringing,
twisting, spooning, tonging etc. This is a very busy and inviting area in the classroom.
Art: This area has really changed the most since our first days of school. From the small rock crayons to regular
crayons, the children are now enjoying coloring, snipping (scissor practice), and now collage making using
glue. So many fun concepts have been introduced and many more to look forward to!
Language: Sound of the week work continues to be popular (roll-a-dough, building uppercase letters with
wooden sticks, pin-pushing, magnet board, and paperwork are just some of the materials used to reinforce the
SOW). Also, work for categorizing objects and pictures, opposites and rhyming, patterning, classifying,
phonics, spelling, reading and comprehension is out on the shelves. This is a very busy and productive area of
the classroom.
Math: This area has really grown! Individual math activities from 1-5; -10, teens and tens are ever-present. More
work/extensions/paperwork has also been added in. *The decimal system will be introduced later on this month.
The golden bead material of "the bank" is so inviting. The children will be introduced to the language and
symbol of one, ten, one hundred, and one thousand as they are ready.
Geography: Along with our Elements of the Earth work, we are now looking at animals and where they live
(land, air or water). The continent globe is out and the Kindergarteners have labeled the classroom with cardinal
directions and are studying maps/mapmaking. We will study and use a compass and use this info to learn more
about where we live in relation to the school and what direction the sun rises and sets. We are beginning to
learn the 7 continents and their names through song, puzzle maps, labeling, and other activities. The continents
of Europe and North America will be introduced first. We will talk about where our families originated from, learn
about the Pilgrim's travels and struggles, and the Native Americans that helped them. This all leads us into the
Thanksgiving season and provides the children with a deeper understanding of gratitude.

November 3rd-17th
We will be collecting canned foods and dry
foods for the local soup kitchen. Your child can
bring this food in at any time between these
dates. We will take the food we collect to The
Lord is my Help on Wednesday, November 17th
so that they have time to prepare food baskets
for Thanksgiving to give to families in our
community

Science: We are now looking at and learning about both the Fish and Mammals (Horse). Magnets (Attract and
Does Not Attract) are still very popular and more work is being enjoyed with them! We have been labeling the
human body and enjoying books, puzzles, and more to help the children understand how amazing humans
really are. More plant/animal work has been introduced. The leaf puzzle and parts of the leaf, as well as seed
work (pumpkin specifically) is also being done daily.
*Children are working at their own pace and mastery in all areas of the Montessori Classroom. The wide variety
and skill level provides what each child needs and the teachers observe, move them along, and provide
extension work when they are ready. Some work mentioned might be something a first year student is doing or
might be work that just a Kindergartener is ready for. That's the beauty of the Montessori Method and multiaged classroom.

Important Dates to
Remember:
Sunday, Nov. 7th-Daylight Savings Time ends
Friday, Nov. 19th- Thanksgiving Feast (more info
above)
Monday, Nov. 22nd- Friday, Nov. 26thThanksgiving Break- No School

Thanksgiving Feast-Friday,
Nov. 19th
This celebration is for the children only. The
kindergartners cook, prepare and serve the food
that we eat at this feast. Everyone adds an
ingredient to the friendship soup and we enjoy
the smell of the soup simmering on the stove
until we eat. If your child will stay for lunch on
this day please be sure to pack a light one!

Birthday Spotlight

Kate Ann Kahlmus- Nov. 1st- 4 yrs. old
Annadele Pavlov- Nov. 17th-4 yrs. old

Sound of the Week
Duchess Club Doll and Toy Drive
Schedule:
It's that time of year again when the
Week of Nov. 1...."f" (fish)
Week of Nov. 8...."s" (snake)
Week of Nov. 15...."r" (rice)
Week of Nov. 22...No School
(Thanksgiving Break)
Week of Nov. 29...."i" (short voweliguana, igloo)
Week of Dec. 6...."g" (gorilla)

Duchess club is gearing up for their annual
doll & toy drive. They rely on organizations
in the community to help fulfill local
children's Christmas wishes. The Children's
House families always do such a great job
providing! I hope that we can count on your
participation again this year. An email will
be sent out to everyone once we receive the
wish lists.

Follow us on Facebook
@ the children's house
montessori school of ocean
springs

